(Tr. 211; 214-215; 341; 344).  Pittman additionally tried to
justify his signing for air velocities which he had never re-
ported by contending that Thomas was so anxious to have him
report to Blankenship's office after he came out of the mine
on January 18, the day of his discharge, that he did not have
time even to read the air velocities which McConnell had volun-
tarily entered on page 65 of the fireboss book.  Pittman
claimed that he did not even know what velocities McConnell
had entered in the book until his counsel in this proceeding
obtained a copy of the fireboss book through discovery proce-
dures (Tr. 228}.

The excuse given by Pittman for deliberately and knowingly
falsifying the fireboss book will not withstand close analysis
for at least five reasons.  First, his claim that Thomas had
ordered him not to show ventilation violations in the fireboss
book is not consistent with his admission on cross-examination
that there were at least three pages of the fireboss book which
fail to show any air readings at all (Tr. 229).  Failure to
show any air readings at all would be the same as showing vio-
lations of the ventilation standards which, in turn, would have
raised the ire of Sharpenberg, and would have been contrary to
Thomas's alleged instructions that no ventilation violations
be shown in the fireboss book.

Second, since Pittman had achieved at least an average
amount of production on both Friday and Monday, January 15 and
18, his reporting of a lack of adequate ventilation would not
have upset Sharpenberg because the ventilation violation had
no adverse effect on production.  Third, his claim that Thomas
rushed him so much on Monday that he did not have time to ex-
amine page 65 of the fireboss book before signing it is com-
pletely refuted by the fact that he took time to make an entry
on page 65 in his own handwriting stating "Talked with pin crew
on roof and rib control from 8:40 to 8:50".  That entry is
exactly 2-1/2 inches below the air velocity entries made by
McConnell on the basis of Pittman's preshift report.  It is
inconceivable that Pittman would have been so rushed on Monday
that he could not take time to read the air velocity volumes
written by McConnell and yet had time to write a report to the
effect that he had talked to the "pin crew" about roof and rib
control.

Fourth, Pittman could explain the fact that McConnell,
the evening-shift section foreman, and Stover and Wriston, two
UMWA firebosses, obtained air velocities of at least 9,000 cfm
on the same days on which he claimed there was "no air" by say-
ing that they had entered fallacious velocities in the fireboss
book because they were afraid they would lose their jobs if
they had made truthful entries of air velocities (Tr. 230).
That contention is contrary to the main argument in Pittman's
reply brief (pp. 2-5) pertaining to credibility because I am
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